Pain and syringomyelia: a review.
The pathophysiological basis of chronic pain syndromes remains poorly defined. Central and dysesthetic pain are probably the most disabling of sensory disturbances associated with syringomyelia, and, unfortunately, effective treatment remains elusive. In this paper, the authors review their institutional experience with both clinical and laboratory studies of patients with syringomyelia, and they review the relevant literature. To date, there is no consensus as to the best treatment for central cord pain syndromes, although there are many promising areas of current research involving the use of neurochemicals in the spinal cord.